AUGUST 2010
Sunday 29th
Own transport trip to College Lake and the Tring Reservoirs.

We start the season with a day in the attractive Chilterns countryside looking for birds (which could include returning migrant waders and terns) and other wildlife.

Meet at College Lake car park at 9.30am.

(O/S 165, SP 936 142)
Leader: Martin Johnson 

Small entrance fee to College Lake BBOWT reserve

MEMBERS’ SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE

SEPTEMBER

Friday 3rd 
Under African Skies.

Martin Johnson illustrates why Namibia provides an irresistible lure for ornithologists and landscape photographers and explains how to deal with a charging bull elephant.
Sunday 19th  
Coach trip to Pagham Harbour SWT (Joint trip with Stevenage LG).

This attractive reserve on the Sussex coast contains a multitude of habitats and should be alive with activity as our migrant birds prepare to leave for warmer climes.

Letchworth: 7.30am.   Hitchin: 7.45am.    
Stevenage: 7.55am.

Leader: Malcolm Ingram

Free access: donation appreciated
OCTOBER

Friday 1st 
Islay – Island Of Birds. 
A welcome return for Gordon Langsbury to show us the birdlife of this Scottish Island.
Sunday 17th 
Coach trip to RSPB Dungeness.

The shingle spit at Dungeness in Kent provides a unique habitat for birds. We will look for birds entering and leaving the country and passage migrants (which could include rarities) both on the RSPB reserve and near the observatory, where skuas and other seabirds may be present.

Letchworth: 7.30am.   Hitchin: 7.45am.    
Stevenage: 7.55am.

Leader: Phil Hasell
NOVEMBER
Friday 5th  
There She Blows.
We go to sea tonight with Ian Rowlands who will enthral us with seabirds, dolphins and whales.

Sunday 21st 
Coach trip to RSPB Frampton Marsh (Joint trip with Stevenage LG).

With raptors and wildfowl roaming the surrounding saltmarsh, waders on the freshwater scrapes and a good selection of passerines using the wet grassland and reedbed our first visit to this Lincolnshire RSPB reserve, with its new visitor centre, should be memorable!

Stevenage: 7.30am. Hitchin: 7.40am.   
Letchworth: 7.55am.   Royston: 8.15am.

Leader: Martin Johnson
DECEMBER

Friday 3rd   
The Fantastic Falklands.

Local speaker Richard Revels returns to show us the wonderful wildlife of these South Atlantic Islands.

Sunday 12th
Own transport trip to the Lee Valley.

Starting at Fishers Green, we will keep the itinerary flexible in order to find the best birds that the Lee Valley has on offer today.

Meet at Fishers Green car park at 9.30am.

(O/S 166, TL 375 025)
Leader: Martin Johnson
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

TO ALL OUR MEMBERS.
JANUARY 2011
Friday 7th 
Waders, Waders Everywhere.
Chris Ward shows us the diversity of British waders and foreign shorebirds.
Sunday 16th 
Coach trip to Lynford Arboretum and Lackford Lakes SWT.

We visit two reserves at opposite ends of Thetford Forest. Lynford arboretum should offer some quality woodland birds, with a good chance of hawfinch and crossbill, whilst Lackford Lakes is excellent for water birds, kingfisher, siskin and redpoll.

Hitchin: 7.45am.   Letchworth: 8.00am.   
Royston: 8.20am.

Leader: Phil Hasell

Donation appreciated at Lackford 

FEBRUARY

Friday 4th  
Butterflies Of Bird Reserves.

A long awaited return visit for Nick Bowles who will show us the butterflies to be found around bird reserves.

Sunday 20th 
Coach trip to RSPB Titchwell.

Titchwell provides a superb range of habitats for birds in winter. Enjoy watching waders from the brand new Parrinder hide or study seabirds from the sandy beach!

Hitchin: 7.45am.   Letchworth: 8.00am.   
Royston: 8.20am.

Leader: Malcolm Ingram
MARCH

Friday 4th  
Rutland Water - Ospreys Are Back.

Tim Appleton makes another attempt to bring us up to date news of the re-introduction programme of the osprey at Rutland Water.

Sunday 20th 
Coach trip to Attenborough Gravel Pits (Joint trip with Stevenage LG).

We make a return visit to this impressive complex of gravel pits and woodland at the side of the River Trent in Nottinghamshire. A state of the art visitor centre and the possibility of seeing tree sparrows and willow tits are additional attractions.

Stevenage: 7.30am. Hitchin: 7.40am.   
Letchworth: 7.55am.

Leader: Martin Johnson
APRIL

Friday 1st   
Birding At The Edge Of The FSU.


John Britten returns to show us the birdlife to be found around the Baltic States.

Sunday 17th 
Coach trip to RSPB Minsmere.
This flagship reserve on the Suffolk coast needs no introduction! Expect its reedbeds, woodland, heathland and dunes to be filled with birds, including newly-returned migrants from Africa.

Hitchin: 7.15am.   Letchworth: 7.30am.   
Royston: 7.50am.

Leader: John Dingemans

MAY

Friday 6th  
Nene Washes – Wildlife & Management.

A visit to this RSPB reserve with Charlie Kitchin to see the work that goes on for the conservation of wildlife.  Preceded by a short AGM.

Sunday 15th 
Coach trip to the New Forest.

We return to a beautiful section of the New Forest National Park in Hampshire to enjoy a leisurely stroll looking for its special birds (Dartford warbler, tree pipit, redstart, woodlark etc.) and other wildlife.

Letchworth: 7.30am.   Hitchin: 7.45am.    
Stevenage: 7.55am.

Leader: Martin Johnson 

JUNE
Sunday 12th
Coach trip to RSPB Strumpshaw Fen (Joint trip with Stevenage LG).

Situated in the heart of the Norfolk Broads, this magnificent reserve could have been tailor-made for the all-round naturalist at this time of year. We should see an outstanding variety of reedbed and woodland birds, rare orchids, swallowtail butterflies, dragonflies and much, much more in a fitting finale to the season.

Stevenage: 7.20am. Hitchin: 7.30am.   
Letchworth: 7.45am.   Royston: 8.05am.

Leader: Malcolm Ingram.
………...........................................................................................

Summer Meetings

Evening 'own transport' trips to local venues will be arranged for the summer months. Details will be announced before the end of April, or can be obtained from Martin Johnson. It may be possible to arrange for members to share cars, if required. Contact Martin if you need or can offer a lift.

………...........................................................................................

INDOOR MEETINGS will be held on Fridays in accordance with the programme, at 'The Settlement', Nevells Road,

Letchworth SG6 4UB, commencing at 7.30pm.

AN ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION of £10.00 per member

(£5.00 for juniors under 16) is payable to cover expenses and will admit members to all meetings for the period of the programme.

VISITORS will be admitted on payment of £2.00 admission fee.

OUTDOOR MEETINGS by coach are subject to a fee of £13.00 per adult (juniors under 16 £6.50). This fee is liable to alteration should hire charges increase. Bookings cannot be considered firm 
until payment is received.

ALL BOOKINGS AND PAYMENTS TO:


Mr. Malcolm Ingram,

5, Redhill Road, Hitchin, Hertfordshire SG5 2NQ

Tel: 01462-451320


Or at prior Indoor Meetings.

COACH PICK-UP POINTS

Hitchin
–
St. Mary's Square

Letchworth
–
Arena Car Park & Hospital

Baldock
–
By prior arrangement
*Royston
–
Newmarket Road 

*Stevenage
–
Sainsbury’s car park, Coreys Mill

(* only where specified in the programme) and agreed points en route.


Group Leader

Martin Johnson

1, Cartwright Road, Royston, Herts. SG8 9ET

Tel:  01763 249459 

Treasurer

Malcolm Ingram

5, Redhill Road, Hitchin, Herts. SG5 2NQ

Tel:  01462 451320

Secretary

Wendy Ward

88b Hitchin Road, Upper Caldecote, Bedfordshire SG18 9BU

Tel:  01767 312143

Indoor Meetings Secretary

Gary Taylor

58 Millstream Close, Hitchin, Herts, SG4 0DA

Tel: 01462 617262

Outdoor Meetings Secretary
Martin Johnson (trips)

Malcolm Ingram (bookings)

Publicity and Raffles

Janet Southwood
01462 491617

Committee Members

John Byrne
01462 438254

Jean Crystal
01462 433912

Jill Shayler
01767 313754
Visit our Web site at

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/hitchinandletchworth
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