AUGUST 2011
Sunday 28th
Own transport trip to Rutland Water.

We start the season by visiting the excellent Egleton reserve, where we will monitor the progress of the breeding ospreys and look for waders and other migrants on return passage.

Permits: £4.50.

Meet 9.30am at Egleton car park 
(O/S 141, SK 880 072) 

Leader: Martin Johnson

MEMBERS’ SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE

SEPTEMBER

Friday 2nd
An Avian Portfolio – Our own Phil Hasell shows us his bird images from his adventures. 

Sunday 25th  
Coach trip to RSPB Titchwell. (Joint trip with Stevenage LG) 

The varied habitats and excellent facilities (including new hides) at Titchwell provide a feast of bird-watching, which will be enhanced in early autumn by the presence of migrating birds on passage.

Stevenage: 7.35 am. Hitchin: 7.45 am. 
Letchworth: 8.00 am. Royston: 8.20 am.

Leader: Phil Hasell
OCTOBER

Friday 7th
Birds Of Norway & Finland – A first visit for Bill Coster who will show us the birdlife of these two Scandinavian countries. 

Sunday 23rd
Coach trip to Holkham and Wells.

In October this beautiful stretch of the North Norfolk coast is an exciting place to watch migrant birds arriving or departing for the winter. Rarities, such as barred or yellow-browed warblers, are a definite possibility. As usual, those who wish to can be dropped off at Holkham and walk to Wells, from where the coach will return to our region.

Hitchin: 7.30 am. Letchworth: 7.45 am. 
Royston: 8.05 am.

Leader: John Dingemans
NOVEMBER
Friday 4th  
Fen Drayton Lakes - A changing landscape – Neil Renwick from the RSPB and warden at Fen Drayton shows us the work the RSPB are doing at one of their newest reserves.

Sunday 20th
Coach trip to RSPB Elmley Marshes. (Joint trip with Stevenage LG)

The beautiful but exposed marshes of Kent’s Isle of Sheppey harbour huge numbers of wildfowl and waders during the winter months; these birds in turn attract raptors such as peregrine and hen harrier.

Letchworth: 7.30 am. Hitchin: 7.45 am. 
Stevenage: 7.55 am.

Leader: Malcolm Ingram

DECEMBER

Friday 2nd
Birds In Winter – Trevor Gunton returns to explain what birds are to be found during the cold winter months.
Sunday 11th
Own transport trip to Stockers Lake.

Located close to Junction 17 of the M25, Stockers Lake provides refuge for winter wildfowl such as goldeneye, goosander and possibly smew, whilst the surrounding woodland may host siskin, redpoll and noisy ring-necked parakeets!

Meet 9.30am at Springwell Lane car park 
(O/S 176, TQ 042 933)
Leader: Janet Southwood
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

TO ALL OUR MEMBERS.
JANUARY 2012
Friday 6th 
An Arabian Safari – A journey around the Arabian states with Phil and Ann Farrer to see the fascinating wildlife from this part of the world.
.
Sunday 15th 
Coach trip to RSPB Fen Drayton and WWT Welney.

We begin 2012 with a visit to one of the RSPB’s newer reserves, where we will expect to see a wide variety of wildfowl and woodland birds, before moving on for the “Swan Spectacular” at Welney. Note: Welney fees (£6.10 for adults, £4.65 for seniors and £3.05 for children who are not WWT members) must be collected on the coach before arrival at the reserve.

Hitchin: 8.00 am. Letchworth: 8.15 am. 
Royston: 8.35 am.

Leader: Martin Johnson 

FEBRUARY

Friday 3rd
The Birdwatching Bug – Richard Pople explains how birdwatching starts as a hobby, and how obsessive it can quickly become.
Sunday 19th 
Coach trip to Gibraltar Point NNR. (Joint trip with Stevenage LG)

We make an overdue return to this Ramsar listed reserve, which incorporates 3 miles of the attractive coastline south of Skegness, looking for seabirds, waders and woodland birds. This is a good site for wintering shorelarks and Lapland buntings.

Stevenage: 7.35 am. Hitchin: 7.45 am. 
Letchworth: 8.00 am.

Leader: Malcolm Ingram
MARCH

Friday 2nd
Owls Of The World – A very welcome return of Michael Leach for a hooting good evening in the company of owls from all around the globe.
Sunday 18th 
Coach trip to Titchfield Haven. (Joint trip with Stevenage LG)

This quiet and attractive reserve on the Hampshire coast boasts excellent visitor facilities and a wide variety of birdlife, with cetti’s warblers being particularly common. There is the possibility of seeing early returning summer visitors, such as chiffchaff and Sandwich tern, as well as finding rare ducks and grebes on the sea. Permits: £3.10.

Letchworth: 7.30 am. Hitchin: 7.45 am. 
Stevenage: 7.55 am.

Leader: Martin Johnson

Friday 30th
Britain’s Wild Orchids – A subject becoming more and more popular.  David Elcombe returns to show us the orchids to be found on our shores.  

APRIL
Sunday 15th 
Coach trip to Walberswick.

Some of us may wish to explore the reedbeds, woodland and heathland between Walberswick and Dunwich, looking for birds such as bittern, grasshopper warbler and Dartford warbler, whilst others can simply enjoy a relaxing day out on the Suffolk coast!

Hitchin: 7.30 am. Letchworth: 7.45 am. Royston: 
8.05 am.

Leader: Malcolm Ingram


MAY

Friday 4th  
Recovering The UK’S Most Threatened Birds – Gwyn Williams from the RSPB will explain the work the RSPB does in protecting the UK’s endangered species. Preceded by a short AGM.
Sunday 20th 
Coach trip to The Peak District.

We make a return visit to this beautiful National Park at a time when its “special” upland breeding birds (including dipper, redstart and pied flycatcher) will be at their most active and (hopefully!) most visible.

Hitchin: 7.00 am. Letchworth: 7.15 am.

Leader: Martin Johnson

JUNE
Sunday 17th
Coach trip to Stodmarsh NNR. (Joint trip with Stevenage LG)

We end the season with a visit to this splendid wetland reserve just east of Canterbury. This is a trip for the all-round naturalist, with the opportunity to see a host of woodland and reedbed breeding birds as well as dragonflies and wild flowers. If conditions are suitable we will also make a short visit to the nearby RSPB Blean Woods reserve to look for nightingales and heath fritillary butterflies.

Letchworth: 7.30 am. Hitchin: 7.45 am. 
Stevenage: 7.55 am.

Leader: Martin Johnson
………...........................................................................................

Summer Meetings

Evening 'own transport' trips to local venues will be arranged for the summer months. Details will be announced before the end of April, or can be obtained from Martin Johnson. It may be possible to arrange for members to share cars, if required. Contact Martin if you need or can offer a lift.

………...........................................................................................

AN ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION of £10.00 per member

(£5.00 for juniors under 16) is payable to cover expenses and will admit members to all meetings for the period of the programme.

VISITORS will be admitted on payment of £2.00 admission fee.
INDOOR MEETINGS will be held on Fridays in accordance with the programme, at 'The Settlement', Nevells Road,

Letchworth, commencing at 7.30pm.

Visit our Web site at

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/hitchinandletchworth

OUTDOOR MEETINGS by coach are subject to a fee of £13.00 per adult (juniors under 16 £6.50). This fee is liable to alteration should hire charges increase. Bookings cannot be considered firm 
until payment is received.

ALL BOOKINGS AND PAYMENTS TO:


Mr. Malcolm Ingram,

5, Redhill Road, Hitchin, Hertfordshire SG5 2NQ

Tel: 01462-451320


Or at prior Indoor Meetings.

COACH PICK-UP POINTS

Hitchin
–
St. Mary's Square

Letchworth
–
Arena Car Park & Hospital

Baldock
–
By prior arrangement
*Royston
–
Newmarket Road 

*Stevenage
–
Sainsbury’s car park, Coreys Mill

(* only where specified in the programme) and agreed points en route.

Group Leader

Martin Johnson

1, Cartwright Road, Royston, Herts. SG8 9ET

Tel:  01763 249459 

Treasurer

Malcolm Ingram

5, Redhill Road, Hitchin, Herts. SG5 2NQ

Tel:  01462 451320

Secretary

Vacant
Indoor Meetings Secretary

Gary Taylor

8 Letterbox Row, Gosmore, Hitchin, Herts. SG4 7QE

Tel: 01462 230313
Outdoor Meetings Secretary
Martin Johnson (trips)

Malcolm Ingram (bookings)

Publicity and Raffles

Janet Southwood
01462 491617

Committee Members

John Byrne
01462 438254

Jean Crystal
01462 433912

Jill Shayler
01767 313754
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